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his journal — Without Walls — s berthing to function as a platform for the teaching

ministry on leadership al grassroots within and outside Christendom; it will also

educale readers on topical issues from the perspective of the Christian faith

]I.JSIDE B |tis further designed to co-ordinate programmes and activities of the membership ofthe
— 300 Leaders Club International. Through this newsletter, it is expected that students of

\ ! the Institute of Leadership and Christian Studies, based in Benin City will betier interact
7 on a varfety of issues and interests.
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J.«"F J,f'_’f- / f Also, associate members and fellows of the 300 Leaders’ Club will find for
B Z o ‘h themsalves a medium of exposition on new discoveries in leadership studies.
- EDITION We elicit your editorial contribufions and feed back in subsequent editions for mutual
enlightenment, education and benefits.
Welcome on board|
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The ‘monster’ called At a time like this, the church of Jesus Christ gathers not just to mourn but (o learn

Freedom +.a more about the importance of the death of Jesus Christ our Lord, an the cross of
Learning leadership God's Calvary. It is true he suffered untold pain and humlhatiun yial the result of this is
way N-EIM more important than the sympathy some within the Christendom seem to concentrate
on

E“;”“L‘;‘" i ::'::'r-“:"'um Our Lord's death on the cross is the hope of all who live. His death is our salvation.
S::dli::r: bl P‘: FRTIel He was wounded for our transgression, bruised for our iniquities and by his stripes we
were healed. If he did not die we would nol have been emancipated from the grips of the
Wealth croation and davil. His death was not accidental, he was nol overpowerad. It was a voluntary act
management AL aimed at the salvation of mankind.

Sustaining good The success of this deliberate submission of Jesus Christ cannot be
neighbiourliness Tl overemphasized, However, success without leadership has limited effectiveness;

hence Jesus wanls us lo develop into ‘leaders who raise |leaders’ as we join him in
AL e Saating Te ki spreading his success. The larger the number of us willing to accept his leadership and

i A < bmit ourselves for leadership development through his mentorship the more the

Why Christlans can’t ignore world s saved
Politics 2 Our aim in this season will be to mourn, not for Jesus Christ, but for the salvation of
the over five billlion souls on earth that are not yet saved. As we accept his mentorship
221 through his teachings which Is the curriculum of study this season, we develop great
leadership abilities needed for the spread of the gospel of our salvation.

This period is good and glorious; we must extend this understanding 1o people
around us. God bless you,
By Evang. A.S. David
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are you Sowing?

enarosity s one word that has

been misundersiood by many

of us - pastors and members

alike! The act of 'Giving’ is for all
and not for a select few who God has
highly favoured (Gal: 7—8). As a matter
of fact, if you do nat sow, you cannol
receive; again, the extent to which you
sow is the extent you will receive. ltisa
spiritual fact,

What you receive as incomes or
allowances can constitule the zead o
sow, so that you can have and harvest,
for it is God who giveth seed to the
sower, (Il Cor, 9:8),

When He (God) ministers sead to
you, sow |l and expecl a harvest In
course of lime, God gives all grace
(harvest) to the sower and all grace will
produce all sufficiency. God gives you
harves! to abound to every good work,;
harvast is for distribution. It is the
ministry of sowers.

In all lands and

i Yy climes, good
‘Listan to the tears | farmers do not
of a hejpless person | play with their

aroumd your give a
heiping hand fo the
dying amd help fo kit

seedlings which
are reserved for
sowing. Any sead

the burden of
ofhers, For sure, | ©aten is the loss
there are many of a harvest
peaple you are Often, seeds are
bedter than, who always wvery
fookupfo youfor | cywaet 1o eat,
provisiong. Don't
seal your haart” hence the
necessity for
‘ “ spiritual and

persaonal
discipling. It is for this reason thal many
believers do not pay their tithes. Tithe is
a seed, when it Is sown, it multiplies for
the sowear

The power of increase is in the
sead. The power of harvest is also in
the seed. Sead is not limited to money
alone, it Is anything that can multiply
and this invariably leads us to the area
of empowering others.

Love is a seed, money |5 a sead bul
in our contemporary experience as
Christians, undue attention is given to
monay. Everything you possess is a
seed thal can be sown for greater
harvest!

If you sow love, you harvest love
Ifyou sow money, you harvest money

you sow peace, you harves! peace

If you sow kindness, you harvest
kKindness

If you sow mercy, you harvast mercy

If you sow truth, you harvest truth

If you sow deceit, you harvest decail

If you sow wickedness, yau harvest
wickedness

If you sow anger, you harvast anger

If you sow loiter words, you harvesl
same

If you sow sadness, you harvest
sadness

If you sow clothes, shoes, bags.
Jewelnes atc, same you will harvest

Your seed s anything that will
benafit another person, What you have
may not solve your problem, but It can
solve another person's problem, give it
out to that person that has need.

There are a lol of fertile grounds for
your seeds namely:

The Gospel — As you Invest in God's
project, you will have a bountiful
harvest

The Poor — The hible records that
the poor shall not cease from the land
Therefore, give to the poor and wait for
the harvest.

Ganarosity is for the |eaders;

Generosity i8 for the rich. You can
decide to be a rich leader by baing
genearous with your seed.
Seed faith simply means io plant
something you have as a seed for a
specific harvas!l, such as using that
which you have been given lo raceive
that which you have been promised
(Prov. 13:4,10: 4),

“The soul of the sluggard desireth,
and hath nothing: but the soul of the
diligent shall be made fat (Prov. 13:4)".

“He becometh poor thal dealeth
with a stack hand; but the hand of the
diligent maketh rich (Prov. 10: 4)"

Jesus taught that giving is the
beginning of blessing.

“Give, and il shall be given unto
you....", Lk B:38. Whatever you are,
you will create around you. Giving is the
only proof thal you have conguered
greed. (Mk 10: 29-30; Ps 84; 11).

Whean you let go what s in your
hand; God will let go what is in His
hand.

 Mrs. Sarah David |

When you open your heart, God will
open His windows and pour His
blessings. Everything you have or will

have come from
God; so be
generous. The
seed of
generosity will
produce

' .

“Your saad is
anything that will
benefit anothar
parson. What you | greatness and
have may not great people

solve your | -n

problem, but it can Eﬁ";:tt: - :E';' ”1;

SDWE, anolher 555%, anger Is
person’s probiam,

y a seed,

give itoutto that | hanginess s a
person that has seed, and
need’”. bitterness is a

. -~ seed. Plant

the seed of
happiness in your home, office and
community today and you will have
harvest of happy people around you!
Sad people kill, non-generous people
are thieves. Generous people are true
friends, a candle josses nathing whan il
lights another. Helping anolher
succeed will nol reduce you but it will
rather promaote you.

Generosily is a ministry for those
who have eyes and ears. Hear the cry
of the poor al your gate

Listen lo the tears of a helpless
person around you; give a helping hand
to the dying and help to lift the burden of
olthers. For sure, there are many
peaple you are betlter than, who look up
o you for provisions, Don't seal your
heart.

Pay school fees for someone who
neads it Help somebody register for
WASC or NECO today and your
children will noet lack help. Give
someone a cup of water or a pair of
slippers or pants, help cover
somaane's nakedness and the
Almighty will send you halp an the day
of your adversity.



| - Leadership,

Tha concepl of leadership varies
with application and is
misundersiood by many. While
some see it as management,
others confuse it with entreprenaur,
The academia think of It as power
through knowledge; yel some see it as
position that goes with title. However,
leadership stands out as an all-
important concept of life when viewed
from the perspactive of the big
business (the pursuit of purpose).
Leadership s empowering people
to unleash lheir polentials through
influence not leverage, manipulation
or intimidation. The concept of
leadership in this article is the
empowering rather than the visionary

/ : .\ a:ppmax:h_
“Leadership is empowering \ ~
people to unleash their CHESN
potentisls through nfluence | 200 >3
not leverage, manipulation | spotlight
or intimidation. The concept ;-"E';df;:
ufih&:em " ﬂlls;i:iﬂ charisma
EFIPOHEIHIQ a n d
than the visionary inspiratio
approach”. n and
\. J tends to
| eave

followars dapendent and in the
shadows. An empowering approach
pulls followers to centre stage and
addresses how a leader facilitates
and unleashes the gifts and abilities of
others,” Charles C Manz In the
'‘Leadership Wisdom of Jesus'.
Empowering people to unleash
their potential js getting them
reconnected to their source. The
source of man is God. The fall of man
personified by Adam was a
disconnection from source. The rebirth
of man in Christ Jesus is the

reconnaection to source which is a new
life of total dependence on God by the

Holy Spiril. Potentials remain dormant
until reconnection is made possible.
Leadership is getting people
reconnected to their source. That is
getting people lo experience the new
birth. It Is adding value lo people,
repositioning them for affectiveness
and reactivating them for a purposeful
life.

Only people who have bean where
wou want to go could be trusted to lead
you there. Leaders are people who
have been reconnected to the Source
and who are willing Lo help others gat
reconnected. Leaders live a life of total
dependence on the Source. Thay
recelve their nourishment from the
source and serve as resource o feed
people with same nourishment so as

A lo get the people not dependent on

them but on the Source. The
nourishment from the source is the
Haly Spirit

Leadership Is lhe greatest
challenge of the twenty-first  century,
This is for the simple reason that many
leaders of people across the nations of
the world are not connected to the
source. They do not have the
nourshmeant from the source. They
are not led by this nourishing Holy
Spiril. As a resull, world leaders
depend on factors incapable of helping
their followers unleash their potentials,

Economic, political, military and
diplomatic maneuvering are some of
these invalid faclors employed by
world leaders. Man was nol created to
be controlled by these faclors bul by
the Holy Spirit. None of these factors
or a combination of them can activate
the potentials of man in the positive.
Rather they help spark off violent
reactions, corruption and mistrust
This accounits for the twenty-first
cenfury political, religious extremism
and insurgency all over the world.

Abuse is tha misusa of that which
is supposed to be useful. The word
useful means a full use of something. it
connotes a proper use. That is, use for
the rightful purpose. Potentials
received on creation can only be putto
full use when the carrier is
reconnected to the source. That is the
place of the big business which is the
pursuit of purpose by leaders.

Reconnecting people to the
source Is the supreme purpose of
leadership. It is the big business of
leaders; Il is the creation of the
awareness that purpose and the
pursuit of it not only by leaders bul also
by followers will help unleash
potentials needed for peaceful co-
existence, wealth creation and
equitable distribution of resources, the
absence of which has brought wars
and woes worldwide,

APoel's corner-

The Race For Eternity

If the race is warth |t

Then will | run like the deer
Then will | fly like the Eagle
Mot growing weary or fainty

I the race s worth it

Then will | be careful

T run with an aim

Letting nothing hinder ma
Puiting aside every wealght

If the race is worth it

Then shall | be like the good soldier
Flghting to win the batile

Bearng all it fakes o win

If the race 5 warth it

Thern shall | run to win the crown
Looking not to the left nor to the right
Latting nothing hinder ma

But if vain be the casa

Then will | be like the bird on wing
Frea o fly wharever the wind blows
But this is not to be

Eternity race! Etermnity racal!

By Mrs Patricia Ohain




ON JEWELRY |

B‘y Betty Amar:ﬁ and Patricia Ohain

merging trends in Chrstendom
E!c&day have sel many perceptive
Christians to ponder on Ssome
doctrines  that are bandied argund by
same Christians, which lor all intents and
purposes negata sound biblical principles.
Thesa controversial jssues are by no
means exhaustive but include Dress
modes for Chnstians, especislly womean,
use of Jewelres like finger and ear rings.
necklaces, bracelals, omaments A naw
dimenslon 1o it now is acclaimed
‘visitations' to Heaven and Hall: what to eat
and what not to eat; 'anointed’
handkarchiels, oits sold al enormous cosis
o congregants
Concems have, therefore, grown lataly
amorng genuine believars over some
multi-media productions like CODs,
DVDs, audio tapes — which have
ficoded Migerian markets and
clearly directed at gullible
Christians
These productions espouse
some sirange doctrines that are
obviously leading some Christians
astray and into the part af spiritual

error. lronically, many gullible
Christians have embraced them as
fruths', unwittingly sidalining the trus

Biblical positions on the controversial
igsuas

We, therafore, seek to axamine thesa
issues one after the other and state what
we consider the true Biblical perspective
and standpoints on them.

DRESS MODE BY CHRISTIANS:

It is to be noted that when the primary
purpose for a thing is not known, its abuse
becomas nevilable. The purpose of
drassing is (o cover our nakedness and to
ook decent as humans. What appears as
the first effort by man to dress himsalf
accurred in the Garden of Eden when the
evis of Adam and Eve were opened and
“both knew that thay were naked; and thay
sawed fig leaves together, and madea
themselves aprons”. (Gen 3:7)

Ordinarily, nothing prevents the
Chnstian man/woman o be fashionable;
o look good and decent Howsaver, such
dressing should not go to the ridiculous
exient of exposing body pans o engender
saxual provocations as ther is a strong
relationship betwesn whal you see and
think. In this context, therefore, sexually
provocative dressing can sow the seads of
immorahty and sin, hence it should be
avoided by Christians.

1 Tim 2:9 enjoins. that women “adom
themselves in modest apparel, with
shamefacedness and sobriety..”

The simple understanding is that

&7 ;

woman should look good, decent and
presantable in dressing and take care not
to abuse the privilege 1o dress. For, whan
one dresses and bacomes a symbol of lust
or lemplation to the opposite sex, it
becomes something other than a
righteous conduct. Jesus taught that woe
Is the man/waman who causes anothar lo
sin. Moreover, 2 Cor 3:2 says:. " Ya ame our
epistle wntten in our hearts, known and
read of all man”

In dressing, we mus! be modes! and do the
right thing to bring others to the Light; set a
Godly limit to our liberty in dressing and
teach our childran to do sama,

“Ordinarily, nothing

prevents the Christian man/woman
to be fashionable; to look good and
decent However, such dressing should
not go to the ridiculous extent of exposing
body parts to engender sexual provocations
as there is a strong relationship between

what you see and think".

WEARING OF JEWELRIES AND
DRMAMENTS:

For purpose of definition, jewelres include
gaold, sitver, bronze and copper nings and
aar rings, necklaces, bracelets, hand and
neck beads. etc. Jewealryfomaments ara
items ol decoration which women use to
ook good and beautiiul

Let t be established that God made
everything beautiful. He made Man,
Waman. He made the gold, silver and
bronze, etc. God appreciates beauty, for
“in His sanctuary, thera is beauty and
strength” (Psalm 96:6),

Being a God of beauty, he directed Moses
and the craftsmen 1o adorn the Tabernacle
with gold and the Ark of Covenant with
pura Gold. Sea Exodus 25, 26, 27 and 28.
In aarly biblical times, wealth was
measured in worth of gold. silver, catlle
and servants. The nch adomed iheir
wives, children, and aven animals with
gold as pointers (o their success in life
This praclice has lranscended
genearations till date

The fact that the Israslites massed their
gold ornaments to create a false god - the
golden calf - does not remove from tha fact
that gold in itsalf s a preclous metal. In this
case, its usa was abused and mis-applied.
Gold ormaments — nngs, necklaces, and
bracelels could be used modestly for
parsonal beaufification though the real

EAVEN/HELL

'VISITAT'IONS'

emphasis for Christians should be inward
beauty.

Was Jezebel lermed the epitome of evil
because she wore jeweirias? No! Her
heart was simply evil and nol the |ewelry
she wora. What defiles a man is nol what
goes into him but what cometh out of his
hearl. Matt 15:11, 18-20

“IMat 15:11) Mol that which goeth into
the mouth defilath a man; but that which
cometh oul of the mouth, this defilsth a
man.

‘iMal 15:18) But those things which
procesed out of the mouth come forth from
the haeart; and they defile the man.

*(Mal 15:18) For out of the heart
proceed evil thoughis, murders,
adulteries, fornications, Ihefts, false

witness, blasphemies:

*(Mal 15:20) These ane
the things which defile & man: but
to eat with unwashan hands
defileth nataman

We also feamt in Gen
24:22 53, how Jacob adomed
Rebecca with jewelry for
beaulification.

Gen 24:22) And it came (O pass, as
the camels had done drinking, that the
man took a golden earring of half a shekel
weight, and two bracelets for her hands of
tern shakels weight of gold;

*|Gen 24:53) And the servant brought
forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold,
and raiment, and gave them o Rebekah:
heé gave also to her brother and to her
mother precious things.

Yas! Jacob ordered his servanis to
remove their ear fings in Bethel in Gan
35:1-4. This was because thess
ormamaents ware then being usad as "items
of idolatory” for charms and amulets,
which Jacob knew God detested.

Gen 35:14) And God sald unto
Jacob, Arise. go up to Balhel, and dwell
there: and make there an altar unto God,
thal appearsd unio thee when thou
fleddest from the face of Esau thy brather,
Then Jacob said unto his houssehold, and
to all that were with him, Pul away the
strange gods thal are among Yyou, and be
clean, and change your garmants; And let
us arlse, and go up 1o Bathel, and | will
make there an aiar unlo Geod, who
answerad ma in the day of my distress,
and was with ma in the way which | wanl.
And they gave unlo Jacob all the strange
gods which wera in their hands, and all
their earrings which were in their ears; and
Jacob hid them under the oak which was
by Shechem
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When you use gold as an amament, it
is different from whan you usa gold for
superstitious purposes; that is, when you
first consecrate it to some false gods or
formed them under some constellation
and stamped them with magical
characters.

If any women
choose to stop
wearing rings,
ear rings and

A DOGC

“The Scripture warns us
not to believe every spirit but to try

TRINALSRER

*{18a 16:7) Bul the LORD said unto
Samual, Look not on his countananca, or
on tha height of his stature; because | have
refusad him: for the LORD sseth not as
man saeth; for man laoketh on the cutward

appearance, but the LORD looketh
on the heart
* (Mat 5:8) Blessed
arg the pure in
heart: for they
shall sea God.

ot h ET r [ them whether they be of God, because , Jesu
ornaments s |s mare
for strictly many false prophets have gone concerned
persona | I"m 'hﬂ' Wﬂﬂd. erﬂ,g Spfm ﬂ'fSﬂ wilth our bn"-lg
reasons, no abound as attested to by born-again and
problems but let e seripture™. sinlessness,
such naot be the s npt without which, no

mistaken for biblical
doctring.

The golden calf ncident is simply a
neqgative application of gold. (Ex 32:2-3),
Within this conlex!, it depicted idalatry
which offends God.

Again, 1st Pet 3:1-5 s a comparative
lex! of outward and inward baauty; in this
casa, physical appearance and a good
heart towards God.

(1Pet 3:3) Whose adoming let it not be
that outward adorning of plaiting the hair,
and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of
apparel,

(1Pe 3:4) Bul let it be the hidden man
af the heart, in that which is not corruptible,
even the ormament of @ meek and guist
spiril, which is in the sight of God of greal
price.

The contention, therefore, by some
bellevers these days thal the wearing of
ear rings is "demonic” is not true. It is a
maltter of application. The se-called vision'
of peaple gone 1o hall on account of their
wearnng of wwelry is a spiritual error and
should be discountenanced!

Some evan ciaim thal some invisible
forces beat them up al night for wearing
ear rings. These set of people obviously
nead deliverance!

The scnpture stresses ‘& humble and
meak spirt” as a great price in the service
of God (1Tim 2:9).

In shart, the Bible underscoras
moderation in all things including talking,
eating, slesping sic, Apostle Petar and
Timothy were not condemning or
sentencing the women but enjoining them
lo show strang virlies and bring peopla to
the kingdom; not amphasis on expensive
and oulrageous appearances.

God's prionly is notl based on physical
appearance alone but on our spiritual
content which s our salvation and
relationship with him,

Ps 24:3-5; 1Sam 16:7; Matt 5:8 refar.

* (Psa24:3) Who shall ascand into the
hill of the LORD? or wha shall stand in his
holy placa? He that hath clean hands. and
a pure haart; who hath notlifted up his soul
unto vanity, nor sworn decaitfully, He shall
receiva the blessing from the LORD, and
righteousness from the God of his
salvation,

one can make heaven.

"VISITATIONS' TO HEAVEN/HELL:

Many video and audio productions are
making the rounds in the country, alluding
to “visitations® fo heaven and hell by some
"‘menfwomen-of-God”, These heaavenly
"visilars' elalm 1o have seen jate prominent
men and women of God languishing in Hall
on acooun! of their mode of dressing,
wearing of ormaments, jewelry and whal
they ate or didin't while they wera haete on
earth,

Many Christians, unforiunately, have
fallen for this bail and are engaged in
embarrassing practicas loday. Some
wamen have stopped wearing ear rings,
ormameants; they drass shabbily to become
embarrassment to themselves in outlook.
Some young ladies now dress like ‘old
women', looking haggard and older than
their ages. How would the unmarmied ones
altract suilors 1o themselves and lhe
married ones remain attractive to their
husbands? These are senous issuss,

There iz somelhing unigue aboul
physical appearance tha! you cannol
ignore. Prospective husbands still have
eyes for decency in the ladies! These
should not creale problems for spinstars
Physical attraction is a sound reality.

Jesus warned about [alse prophels and
their leachings, {See Matt 7:15-20; Z2Pal
2:1-3)

* (Mat 7:15) Bewars of false prophets,
which come fo you in sheep’s clothing, bul
inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye
shall know them by thelr fruits. Do men
gather grapes of thoms, or figs of
thistles?Even so every good tres bringeth
forth good frult; bul a corrupt tree bringeth
forth evil fruit. A good lree cannol bring
forth el fruit, neither can a corruplt tres
bring forth good fruit. Every tree thal
bringeth not forth good fruit |s hewn down,
and cast into the fire. Wherafore by their
fruits yer shall know them,

*(2Paet 2:1) Bul therse ware false

prophats also among the people, even as
there shall be false leachers among you,
who privily shall bring in damnable
heresies, even denying the Lord that
bought them, and bring upon themselves
swift destruction. And many shall follow
their pamicious ways; by reason of whom

the way of truth shall be evil spoken of . And
through covetousness shall they with
feigned words make merchandise of you;
whose Judgment now of & long lime
lingereth nol, and their damnation
slumbereth not.

Seducing spints and doctrines of the
devil {1Tim&:10)

* (1Tim 6:10) For the love of monay is
the rool of all evil: which while soma
coveted after, they have erred from the
faith, and pierced themselves through with
Many Sormows.,

Interestingly, some of these CD
producers ara smiling to thexr banks on
account of sales banefit from thair
productions while the viewers are groping
and locked down in spiritual error. Some
are obvlously parading themselves as
angels of light whareas they are angals of
darkness (2 Cor 11,14)

* (2 Cor 11114) And no marvel, for
Satan himseall is ransformead into an angel
of light.

The Scripturg wams us not to belleve
evary spirt bul 1o try them whether they be
of God, because many false prophets
heve gone into the world, Lying spints alsa
abound as attested to by the scrplure.
1Kgs 22:22-23; 2 Chn 18:21-22. Beloved,
we are enjoined to test the spirt (1John
4:1-6; Jude 1 7-18. We nead lo be sober,
vigitant: (2Petar4:18)

Do people really coma back from the
dead according to thesa 'visioners' and the
testimaonies in their CDs?

Hebraw stales thal it Is appainted unto
man to die once and after that judgment
(Heb 5:27)

No one knows the D-Day, not even the
angels in heaven excepl the Father (Mail
24:34-36)

* (Mat 24:36) But of that day and hour
knowsth no man; no, nol the angels of
heaven, but my Father only.

These persons' claims of Jesus taking
them to heaven and hell are all rubbish!
Thay are not biblical but fallacies and
deceit from the pit of hell. Even i God
decides to take a man to heaven or hell, It
will ba for a strong reason of warning man
o tum away from evil and not for an
insignificant ac! of weaaring of jewelnas,
This is quite absurd and inconsequantial
as regards the essance of salvation.

WHAT TO EAT AND WHAT NOT TO EAT:

God does not dalight in burnt offerings
and sacrifices as in obeying the volce of
God. Walking in obadience delights God,
much maoreé than self-denial of
adommants. Wha! defiles a man is not
what goes inlo him but what comes oul of
hirm.

Scripture says: Let no man judge us in
meal ar in drink or in respect of any holy
day; or of the new moon or the Sabbath
day {Col 2:16), The scriptura |s &lso
explicit on foods describad as forbidden or
otherwise because of the spirilual
weaknass/immaturity of some brathran
{1Cor 8:4-13)
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INTERNATIONAL EMPOWERMENT PROGRAMME

ospal Women International (GWI)

is the bady of women who belisve

in the doctrine of our Lord and
Master Jesus Christ and commissionad to
take this same gospal to other women all
over lha world

Wi ara commitied o helping wormen
from all denominatons: nalionalities, age
groups and background to grow
aemaolionally, spiritually and refationally. We
gre dedicated to helping women
experence life o i's fullest as God
intended them to do and equipping them to
becoma a wital part of their families,
churches and communities.

We recognize thal women play a
variety of roles throughout their lives. We
therafore, help to edily, encourage, renew,
strangihen, and unify thelr commitment to
God and their families atlarga i

Wormen, as we know, constilule tha
majonty in any society, tibe or naton.
Without progress in the situation of
women, thera can never be any true social
development. The woman's influence
determings the spirtual life of the family,
church, community and har nation

To a large degree. she is the Key to &
successiul famiby or the cause of its failure
In recognition af this, the Gospal Wamen
Intarnational has decided to embark on
free empowearment program in addition 1o
the faith conferénce thal has been on
gsince 2005 in Edo State. In thesa
conferences, we build up the faith of
women to keep trusting In God irrespactive
of circumslances facing them. We also
educate wamen on how o be betler
mothers, keep thair homes and train their
childran in the fear of God,

The Gospel Women Intemational
was formally known as VWomen-for-
Women Gospel Campalgn. It starled in the
year 2000 in a village called Oza N'ogogo
in Delta State of Nigera, with about 80
women n attendance. Howavar, the Edo
chapter of the Gospel Women
International started in 2005

In 2010, the free Empowermeant
Program of the body was introduced with
just few itams on our list such as, baad-

making, fish farming and poultry farming.
This program was highly welcomead and
appreciated by all. Before the end of 2013,
other products were added to tha list such
as lguid scap, |k, vasaling, halr cream

robb, scrubbing powder, disinfectants
toilet wash atc.
We have travelled to aboul 12

villages in Delta State teaching, not only
wamen but youths and lesnagers. God
has enlarged ws In this year 2014 by giving
us a training school, where we can, on
waekly basis, train up women and youths
e}
“We recognize that women
play a variety of roles
throughout their lives. We,
therafore, help to edify,
ancourage, renew,
strengthen, and unify their
| commitment to God and their
families at large".

b

independent and self sufficient,
The schoal kicked off on the 5th of March,
2014, Classes are held twice a weak -
Wednesdays and Fridays - with about 14
regular students

This program s geared towards
aconomic empowarment of the members
af the body of Christ. In this programme
we promote productivity, seif-sustaining
business and above all, create invesiment
opporfunities 1o redress the issue of
unemployment, poverly, hunger, and their
assotiated probléms among believers
Itis-aur desire 1o see parlicipants establish
cottaga, small and medium scale
(ndustries and invest in agriculiure

In this empowermeant programima, Wi
are currently offering the following
Courses,
Farming — Pouliry farming, fish farming,
plantain and pawpaw plantation, etc
Liguid spap, Bar soap, Soda, ioilel soap
Disinfectants, Dettol, Reobb, Jik/Bleach,
Izal,
Hat production, bags. Belts, treatmenl,
Knitting of cardigans etc
Bead making. flower vasa,

By Sarah David
Pastries; Buns, Poff pofl, chin chin,
doughnul, egq roll, Bread and Cake.

This empowarmeant programme has
brought smiles and laughter to many. Tha
list of beneficiaries ls endless and many
ara still undergoing raining. We believe
that in the nearest future crime and poverty
will be reducad if given the right support
and encouragemeant. The Gospel Women
Fraa Empowerment Program hopes (o
help the neady, the widows, and (he |ass
privileged, tha unemploved and orphans
to come out of powverty.

To ba able o accompiish this, we
have plans (o gel the fallowing facilities in
place.

[1] Well equipped Kitchen for practical

[2] Training space 1o accommodale tha
increasing number of students fe
classrooms, boards, chairs, desks, fans,
aic

Ve have need of volunteers to train
the students. We have to impact lives
positively and give hope 1o the hopeless
Gospal woman intemational transcends
raligious, denomination and legalistic
beliefs and doctrines. We wanl women to
join us-enthrone Chist in avery woman in
our faith conferences.

We hope to graduate the first batch of
the students before the end of this year.
VWea encourage all, especially the women
(o come all oul and receive this training In
arder to betlar their tomomow.

1Thess 4:12 encourages us to study
to be quiet and to do our own businass, o
work with our own hands as wa
commanded you...'vs 12 "That you may
wark honestly towards them that ame
wilthout and thal yve may have lack of
nathing’

The Gospel Women Inlernalional s
herg to teach us how to fish, so that you
can have enough

The training duration is between 3 -6
Monlths

May the good Lord eampower you by
Himsell as you attend In Jasus name
Aman

#




ore than any time aise in history,
the twenty-first century has
witnessed the highest cry for
freedom. |nitially, this cry was a
revolution in Eastern Europe. leading to
the toppling of govemments and power
structures believed to have been
oppressive lothe people
In this twenty-first century, the cry for
freedom has become a global revolution
with unspeakable devastation, Virtually
all nations of the world are experiencing
the ‘challenge-the-authority” syndrome,
‘we-want-freedom’, ‘we wani our own
shade of democracy ‘and soon
Freadom without contrel or
limitation is implied in all thesa
cries. However, no one has
considerad the
consequences of this type of
freadom. Myles Munroe in his

“Freedom without
contral or Limitation
implied in all these cries.
However, no one has

7

the condition of man in the Garden of
Eden on creation. Man was frea to eat of
any of the trees including the Tree of Life
but nol the Tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil. God also gave man
dominion avar everything he created
Howaver, nothing s truly free. Man's
freadam was limited .One tree was the
limitation. Man was not created to have
unrestricted.  freedom. Unfortiunately,
rman has nol come to lerms with this truth
That is why peopie are siill fascinated
with the idea of 'free airtime’, 'fres advert
'buy one and getone free’
Mothing is aver free. Freedom has a
prica, When you
recaive freedom
from something,
another is instantly
enslaved. When
Adam freed

is

book — ‘'Maximizing Your | considered the | himselffromGod's
Potentials', said thal | consequences of this | word he lost the
“freedom without law is | fype of freedom. Myles | freedom ofliving in
anarchy; |lberty without | Munroe in his book - | the garden. When
responsibllity s | ‘Maximfzing Your | awoman aborts a
irresponsibility” Potentials’, said that | child, mankind

Everybody wanls
freedom. The way freedom is
presanted gives it a pleasant
fragrance yet it remains a
monster if uncontrolled. For
example abortion, gay-
marriage, proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction, indiscipline and
cullismi in schools and soon

The quest for freedom by ethnic
groups has brought aboul ethnic
cleansing as in Rwanda, Uganda and
many others. Religious groups seeking
freedom have precipitated wars in many
countries including Lebanon while
Islamic extramists have engendered
insurgency in Syria, Nigera and Niger,
justto namea faw.

Phrases like Freedom of religion,
Freedom of speech, Freedom of choica,
Freedom of the press, leslify of man's
longing for unrestricted lifestyle. These
demands, good or bad, judged from
sound moral sthics are upheld globally
The word freedom connotes “free” and
“dominion” This could be traced back to

“freedom without law is
anarchy; liberty without
responsibility
irresponsibility”.

suffers the loss of
potentials.

The more
man cries for
freedom, the more

deslruclion the
political and religious rebellion inflicts on
mankind. This insurgency has brought
death to many people and a loss of
inestimable amount of polentials that
would have been channeled towards
improving the Gross Domestic Product
(GOP) of many nations and standard of
living of their paopla

Fresdom is not a vice if there are
|aws that limit its sphere of operation and
Influence. Without doubt, mankind in the
present dispensation looks at such
restriction as a breach of their
fundamental human rights. This
accounts lor the global rejection of
biblical injunctions. These ara viewed as
ancient Jewish laws that have no
refevance in the present dispensation
Moreover, the biases of cerain religious
bodies and the anti-Semitic prejudices

is

hawe put the bible in seemingly difficult

position to serve the God-intended
purpose of guiding mankind in the use of
freedom.

Howeaver, the bible remains God's
word needed to guide man. Fresdom
without God's guidance Is death. Adam
gt aside (od's guidance and died
splritually and physically, The ground for
Adam's craving for freedom lost s
fertility. Man's labour bacame death as
he now aats by the sweat of his body,

Ciriginally, freedom was meanl for
man lo eal food divinely provided and
dominate all things created. Freedom is
no freedom except it gives divine
provision and dominion over creation
Divine provision can only be passible
through dependence on source. That
source is God, Dependence will mean a
relationship that has a paramater. This

once more implies freedom with
[rnitations.
Myles Munroe quipped: "a man

withoul God s potantial without purpose
and that man is dangerous. Ha is a live
WIrgE™

Freedom, no matter how sweal it
sounds, has become the monsler
devastaling mankind in this twenty-first
century. A redefinition is necessary to
stem the tide of the toment of devastation
Guad cannol be neglectad in the affairs of
man. Freedom by God's definition is
divine provision and dominion over
creation

Since divine provision comes by
relationship with God, man must
understand freedom from the paint of
cantrol of his actions by his source and
provider—GOD

*



For nineteen years, | have been
a student of the biblical leadership
as taught in this mission, | must
confess that every day is a school
and everyone you meel s a teacher.
Leadership from my point of view is
a dally learning process and people-
oriented discipline.

God has always used people's
experiences, challenges,
successes and failures to teach and
train up leaders. As lhe scripture
puts it: "now these things were our
example_.."1Cor. 10:6

Over the years, | witnessed
many challenges that had no
solution from any conventional
method of solving problems, but
each time | find the unconventional
methods of the scriptures the right
solution comes. This has built my
faith on the scriptures as the best of
ways to handle life's challenges.
Challenge in life is, knowirg what o
do! As is evident in the life of many,

knowing what to do
has been an
illusion: This is why
many are not
stable on anything.
They try all things
and find nothing
satisfying; they
finally give up on
life and become
problem to
themselves, their
families and
nations.

My years of
studylnag
leadership, has
given me insight as to how to handle
challenges, avoid

— -

SARADS PA

TOSHOW.
{iv) | SIMPLY GO BECAUSE OF
WHAT | KNOW.

I have written all these to say that
leaming leadership is not only
important for success; it is an
unending process thal keeps
increasing our level of success the
more we apply ourselves o it
Secondly, leadership is not acquired
over a8 weekend course or seminar,
but is learmt dally and on the long
haul shapes the student's life and
his success.

| encourage those of you that
have just graduated not to think you
have completed your course on
leadership. You have just entered a

lifelong learning process

mistakes: being busy -
and not effective. | /
have also l|earnt
that failure is being
successful in the
wrong assignment.
Leadership is the
ability to influence
others to
participate in the
cause you pursue,

| have not yel

“Challenge in life is,
knowing what to do!
As is evident in the life
of many, knowing
what to do has been
an illusion. This is
why many are not

—. that will distinguish
you. People will
look for you as you
grow. You will be a
reward to
someone as you
develop yourself,
As the
scripture puts it
"*Give your
complele attention
lo these matlers;

learnt all | should; | Stable on anything”. | Throw yourself
therefore, | make '\ / into your task so
myself avallable for ™ —"  thal everyone will

more learning. | have

come lo understand that truly, there
are four phases of learning
leadership and these phases are:

(1). 1 DON'T KNOW WHAT | DON'T
KNOW

(i) | KNOW WHAT | DON'T KNOW
(iii) | GROW AND KNOW IT, START

see your progress -
1Tim4:15 [NLT]
Again, | say congratulations and
may God be with you as you rule
things and lead people.

¢



INSTITUTE FOR LEADERSHIP A

ON

TCHRISTIAN STUDIES GRADUAT

THIS ADDRESS WAS PRESENTED BY EVANG ABRAHAM SIMEON DAVID, PRESIDENT,
INSTITUTE FOR LEADERSHIP AND CHRISTIAN STUDIES ON THEIR 19th MISSIONS'
DAY CELEBRATION SERVICE AND GRADUATION CEREMONY ON NOV. 17, 2013

Ministers of the gospel

Special guests

Menand Brathren

| grast vou, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Amen

| welcome you first to the 18th annual
Missions' Day Celebration Service, this
day, 17th of Movember 2013 here at the
Convention/Mission center, 12 Iguma
Street, Medical Stores Road, Benin City.
The Missions' Day Is the 11th of Movamber
gvery year. It s the day God Has
commanded us o cast the vision of this
mission

The Missions' Day celebration service |s
an annual service held [he Sunday
following the 11th November each year to
commemarate the giving of this vision
Secondly, | wealcome you to the 2013
graduation ceremany of the Institute for
Leadership and Christian Studies,

Az follow-up 1o the Divine command lo
casl our vision, | am here compelled o
glve a concise background history of the
institute, its purpose gnd how it has baen
divinely sustained. In 1981, the Lord called
me o be a prest In the order of
Melchisedek. This came with a greal
challenge of how to go about this mission
of belng a priest “without walls” - that is, no
theclogy, no philosophy but only Christ, It
took me thiteen vears 1o answer this call,
notl because | undersiood but because |
had o, Thiswasin 1994,

This misaion started in 1994 as a Bible
study group of two In Lagos Migeria. The

"OUR
> T*EA( HI\TG

MISSION
NITIATIVE

Dear partnars,
We congratulate you in s season of the

Teaching Mission Convention for the
success of your divine investments. Your
chedienca to Kingdom instructions will
always yield supernatural profits;, 2013
has again proved this. God has further
advanced his kingdom on earth with your
glving, prayers and ancouragemant, The
Lord prosper vou In Jesus name, Amen

Reaching the dying world with the Living
Christ remains our goal. To this end, we
remain committed o world avangelization
through the leaching mission. As we
reporied in 2012, we camied out zeries of
crusades with the assistance of the

wo students were my wife, Sarah, and |
and could pass for Abraham and Sarah
School of the Bibla. As if my fear was really
founded, no one bought in! By January,
1995 Abraham and Sarah school of the
Bible with her two students relocaled lo
MNsukka in Enugu State. partly because of
Sarah’s studies at LINN,

This move did nol increase our number but
we suddenly slarted seeing God's
presence aswe siudied. These studias will
start as morning devotion aboul Gam and
&nd about 4pm on daily bases: God camea
as the unseen person fteaching and
deepening our wisdom and
undersianding.

Im 1985, we want back to Lagos. This lime
the school began o grow with tha addition
of two people, namely, Mrs. B. Emecheata
and Engineer Abiodun Pian. Then God
added to the school as many as will be
frained. In 1997, the group sant oul Sarah
and me for missions and this was a tuming
point for this study group — 11 became a
teaching mission. This missionary journey
took us to Oza n'egogo in Delta state. The
school recorded greal success In Oza
n'ogogo thal when we came inlo Benin
City the news of the greal miracles that
lollow the teachings preceded our arrival,
making |t easy (o have students. Abraham
and Sarah teaching mission has grown in
Benin City establishing:

[1] Institute for Leadership and Christian
Studies.

[2] Banin City Mission Center

[3] Edo and Delta State Outreaches.

Anglican Communlon. This trand
continued in 2013 with wider reach and
greater co-operalion of the Anglican
Communion. However, the field work is
only a fraction of the work of the teaching
Mission

World evangelization involves buliding
convening places where we teach (o train
leaders and release them as a workforce
to meach the world and spread the good
news that the earth be filled with the glory
of the knowledge of the Lord as waters
cover the seas. Benin City is one of the five
ciles in Nigeria we plan to bulld this
leaching mission center. Other cities in
Migeria are Port Harcourt, Enugu, Lagos
andAbuja

It was pleasant to celebrate the las]
graduation of the students of the Institute
af Leadership and Christian studiss on the
17th of Nov., 2013, We congratulate all our
partiners for this wonderful performance
because your coniributions and
undersianding made it happen,

We, howeaver, must here ramind cursalves
that we are sl using rented space with

White the institute is 1o raise laaders by
leaders for missions, the mission canter
and its outreaches foous on ordaining
ministers equipped to bulld people In love
as they embark on local and global
evangelism

In addition, the Instiiute and mission
cantar jointly issue praaching licensas o
distinguished minisiers thal have recalved
both trainings

However, it has nol been easy for the
people to draw a distinction betwean
theology and philosophy on one hand and
Christ on the other, ordinary Church
selting and the tleaching mission
leadership and pastoring. Evary move o
change the direction of the mission (o {ake
the form of & church has met with both
internal and external resistance. | realize
with the benefit of hindsighl, insight and
foresight that it is only wise to follow the
heavenly vision of running a teaching
MiSSion

The way Christianity Is presanted in this
teaching mission is not religion but the fife
of God's wisdom, We do not aim atl pastors
or Churches bul peopla. To raise them
leaders with the wisdom of God in carrying
out their day-to-day activities in their wark
places, at home, businesses, churches
and chosen careers. We have the divine
instrucbion to train leaders nol pasiors,
people who influence and change thair
world yot not camed by Its wind. The
curriculum of the Instilute for Leadership
and Christian Studies |s robustly
structured to do just that
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agreament subject lo review at shor
nofice. It is only reasonabie o acquire &
piece of land to build teaching mission
canler considering the nature of the work
of the mission. No training institute of this
magnilude survives the uncerainlies of
tenancy amangemeantis

I this new year 2014, we have resolved o
acquira land for the center. To this and, we
ancourags everyona {o join this collective
affort of world evangelizalion through the
teaching mission. Your professional input.,
prayer, financial contribution or even
donating the much needed plece of land
will be highly appreciated and divinely
renwarded.

Your generous giving has made our
projects passible. The propsar
managemsanl of these resources 15 of
great concemn lo us. This is why we take
time to explain situations and our
decisions which we judge to be to the hast
[mterest of the purpose of your giving

Thank you for the continued corporation
for together we shall win.
Evang.A.5.David
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QOur purpose is to show forth the glory of
God by telling the story of the life of Christ
that the earth ba filled with the knowledge
of the glory of the Lord as the water covers
thia seas.

Qur goal is to wilness in our lifetime a
revival that will bring fiva billlon souls 1o
Christ

Qwr vision s 1o build people in love and
raise leaders by leaders for missions

Cur plan s to raise leaders with sound
wisdom of the life of God that they may
operale In aposiolic anointing and
ministry, and then release tham nto their
different warlds. We hopa to do this in
different locations, with different people on
continuous basis. In 2014, the teaching
mission will start publishing their
lgadership journal <"Without Walls™. In
addition, a leadership club of the mission
will be formally launched, The
membarship will be for students and
graduate membears of ILCS; lsadership
experts and participants of the manthly
leadarship conferences.

In pursuit of the vision, we have a larget of
five billion souls for Christ before the end of
the 21si century. Sequel o this we have
embarked on

a Crusades In cities, towns and
villages
b. Gathering, publishing and

distributing evangelism materials

o Care for the poor. neady,

arphans and rural dwellers.
For effectiveness, the mission is divided
inlo seven ministry areas

conducting

1 Crusadears: love

SALES OF SPECIAL "ANNOINTED'
OILS, HANDKERCHIEFS, ETC

It Is highly
regreliab
lethat

som

e Christians
have started to
idolize these items. Some of these are
sold for oufrageous sums by some
church leaders. For the love of money
many have erred from the truth and
are much more Inclined to “filthy
lucre”. (1Tim4: 1-5)

1Pet 5:2 - Feed the flock of God
which is among you, taking the

“We must be circumspect
as Christians in all that we do so
as not to be led astray. The Lord Jesus
who is our model never received

financial rewards for his healings,
deliverance and teachings”.

crusades to reach oot to five billion soulss
2. Beliavars' Fellowship
Intemiational: gathering and mobilizing
those wan loevangalizae their communities
and sockety

i Gospel Women International;
arganizing and teaching the women faith
and mobilizing them 1o care for ministers
of the gospel, the poor and neady, the
arphans and widows

4. Men with a vislon for missions:
mobifizing men to raise and send
missionaries inta the field

a International Christian  Youths
Association: mobilizing youths 1o discover
voluntesrs for mission work and talents for
church groswth

6. Bikle Club Internalional:
gatharing and distributing materials to new
converts and training children to know and
Ive out the word of God,

1. Soul Winners Associaltion:
making disciples and transforming them
into leaders that build leaders.

Leadership is the greates! challenge of
humanity in this 21st century. The
misconception of leadership has blindad
the wordd to the wisdom of God, This
neglect is the reason for all sorts of failure
inthe political and sociosconomic arena
The Institute for Leadership and Christian
Studias will immaerse you into the wisdom
and power of God for ‘leadership without
walis'. This does not make you a pastor
and does not take you into the religious
circle bul prepares you lo cause changes
in your world, a changs that will honor Gad
and bless mankind

ovearsight thereof, not by constraint,
but willingly; not for filthy lucre, butofa
ready mind;

We must be circumspect as

Christians in all that we do so as
nat to be led astray
The Lord Jesus who
is our model never
rageived financial
rewards for his
healings,
delivarance and
teachings. Jesus
5aYyS5

(Mat 10:8)
Heal the sick, cleanse
the lepers, raise the dead,
cast out devils: freely ye have
received, freely give.

CONCLUSION:

In conclusion, Christians should be
the peaple of the WORD., The Berean
Christians weare noted for their zeal lor
the Word. After they were taught by
their teachers, they went back homea

It iz not aimed at drawing you away from
your church, profession or discipline but to
make you maorg profitable 1o mankind as
you unleash your potentials. You are a
reward to someone. You ara the solution to
the probiem you discover. The world is in
trouble axoept you onieash your
potentials. Many projects cannot be
stared let along completed without your
input

In this institute, we offer you inspired
leadership training that will activate and
reiease your highly valued potentials. The
leaders we produce are people who are
able 1o deploy others by first deploving
Ihemsalves. They accepl the original
intent of the word of God to rule things and
influence people and are lhaereby
transformed. They in tum servie as agents
of change to others by passing on the good
rews in simple, uncomplicated way in thair
nalural environment, devoid ol religious
connotations bul with the wisdom of the [ife
aof God, which resulta in miraculous
changs of lives, cireumslances and
Slluations

The scriplure said “wrte the vision and
make it plain that he may harald that reads
it” Habakkuk 2:2 The visiaon of the mission
has been cast thal we all that read may
carry It oul’. We, therefore extend lo you
the opportunity of heralding this vision as
you join us loday for the 2013 graduation
caremony (mission day celebration
Sarvice

Thank you for your participation and May
God bless you in Jesus name. Amen

PERSPECTIVE|

lo search the scriptures to know and
confirm the Truth,

These days, many Christians are
no longer peopla of the Word; they
have become like the reed, tossed to
and fro by every wind ofdoctrine. They
have refused to grow, but grown up
babies that are still spoon-fed on milk

Timothy advises: Study to shew
thysell approved unto God, a
workman that neadeth not o be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth, (2Tim 2:15)

This |s the call; the heartbeat of
God. This is the answer and solution
io the darkness that has invaded
Christendom today. The WORD!
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IS SUES:

Wealth

By A5,
.!A David

aoMIANAGEMENT

he mention of wealth sparks a lot of
thoughis in the heart of many. While
some think of it as evil others look at

it as the sourca of life.
Wealth has a place in the affairs of fife
and must be properly managed for the

banefit of mankind.

implies engaging someona's service for a
pay. Whan someone is deployed It is for
him to discover himsell, his purpose,
talents, gifts and abllities that he may
affectively use them. The aim is nof o work
for the one who deployed but for the one
who I5 deployed to unleash

Wealth o many Is an
fllusion, They sea it

as unattainable

height of

achlevemenl or

somathing resamnved

exclusively for a faw

peopla.

They even think that

some people are

specially born 1o

possess and manage

wailth, while others

ﬂt is important to nu?\

how God is the initiator of
wealth creation, He gives
the power to start off the
process .He also gives the
sense of purpose: an
assignment which when
discovered and pursued
forms the basis of the work

that releases the much
nesded wealth". /

his potentials as he begins
the pursuil of his God
given purpose. You may
start with a job and end up
with work. When wyou
realize your purpose in
life, your mission, your
vision, you exparience an
obsession for something
different from your [ob.
That which you are
passionale about |s your
assignmenl or purposa, 1l

serve them as slaves
thal wer never designed (o be waalthy.

It isimportant to find out what waalth s
and how it could be created and managed
Without doubt, God created heaven and
earth and everything that is in it. Waalth |s
ang of those things God crealed. The
simple definition of wealth according (o
Wikipedia website |s that wealth Is ‘the
abundance of resources or materal
possession’. Tha formers will include forest,
mineral resources and othars,

For a quick understanding of wealth
crealion we limit our definition to the latter,
which is matenal possession. Wealth Is
nol paid for but erealed. I is not a
ramuneraled possession bul produced
possession

When a man is amployed on a job he
is remunerated. A job kKeeper receives
paycheck or pay packel. Job most imas
does not give salisfaction io those who
keep Il They always complain of lma,
office: politics-and poor ramuneration. Job
makes one a perpetual slave, even whare
thare are incentives. Though incentives
are aimed at improving positive attitude 1o
duty, this has not erased the slave atilude
of job keapers

They see themselves pined away
under their employers whom they see as
alave drivers. Incentives have falled o
miotivate employees as il is avident in thair
constant demand for pay raise and batlar
conditions. They even form pressure
groups 1o wist the arm af theér employers
o meet their insatiable demands

Work: on the other hand crealas
waalth. Work s the pursuit of purpose. i
means 1o deplay sall or someang. While:
job emplays people work deploys people
The word deploy implies posilioning
onesall for effective usa of talent, gift and
abiiity. Conversely, the word employ

consumes your thaughts and
ime. It Is the work you work you ware
created (o do. It is superior o your job, |t
creates abundance of resources that job
cannat give. Though It ks tough and rough,
its passion absorbs all. There is this air of
assurance and perseverance.

This. slay-on attitude will

forgiveness. Thal is accepting Christ

Jasus as Lord and saviour. The much
nesded llumination thal raveals purposa
i5 only possibler when reconciliation
through the blood of Jesus has takan place
inaman's life

Secondly, God gives power in tha
person of the Holy Spirt 1o lead the
reconnected inall his enterprise Inline with
his lifa —purpose. Generally speaking,
wealth creation 5 the result of tha pursuit
af purpose through waork by the enabling
Holy Spirit

Having satlied the issue of weallh
creation, it is imperative o consider the
best possible ways of managing wealth.
Management Is the maintaining of
systems. The system in guestion hare (s
lhe- assignment itsell. The God-given
assignment when

inevitably creale wealth -
material possassion. Tha
hand of the diigent makes
rich’ - Proverbs 10:4, that
means through work wealth

//‘;mm the foregoing,
wealth creation will

involve first getting to

pursued through
work yietds waalth.
This s not to build
blurselves amplifes

SR | o iopurposs, | T4k
o 55t 0 | T ca oy b passie | A o '
scripture s true becausa it ks when you have been F"B”*IB_'E{"!' finishad. It

is like revenue

the word of God. It implias
that hard work brings profil.
Employees do not eam
profit but salaries. Though

reconnected to your
source. God is your
source”.,

generated within a
oountry baing usad
o run the country

_/ The country is

both are incomes, the |atter s \
received for rendering service
while the former is created through wark

Further scriptures teach that God
givas power to make weallh [Deut 818].
Power is ability o do work and If is a gif!
from God. Wealth creation invariably
starts from the magnanimity of God, He
gives, the wealth making power. This
power is forwork not job

It is important to note how God is the
initiator of wealth creation. He gives the
power to start off the process He also
givas the sensa of purpose: an
assignment which when discoverad and
pursued forms the basis of the work that
raleases tha muoh neaded wealth

From the foregoing, wealth creation
will Invalve first geiting to know your |ife
purpose. This can anly be possible when
you have been reconnected (o your
source. God |8 your source. You gel
reconnecied when you receive His gift of

a system (hal must ba
kept functional. Only & properly designed
system can be maintained. No one can
magintain a system thal does not exist or is
not properly designed

The God-given assignment is always
properly designad. Whan He gave Mosas
thie assignment of delivering the children
of lsael from Egypl, He systamatically
designad and educated Moses on how to
go about it Moses instructed his people to
borrow jewalries from the Egyplians.
Thess were used 1o build the fabernacle
that became the identily of lsrael and
loday explained as Christ who is the head
of tha church,

AS we pursue our assignmenls, we
creale weallh which must be ploughed
back ino the assignment 1o keep il
running, so that the purpose of our lives is
fulfilled



FAMILY & LIFESTYLES

SUSTAINING

GOOD

NEIGHBOURLINESS

By Patncia Ohain

ho is a neighbour? A
neighbor can universally be
defined as a person

standing or sitting close to
you at a particufar time and place, or a
parson whao lives next to you.

A good neighbor, tharefora, is thal
close shoulder you can lean on in time
of adversity whan no one else is there;
a friend o share your laughter with in
time of marmment and who extends a
helping hand intime of your need.

Jesus gave an Hlustration of who a
good neighbor |5 in the slory of the
Good Samaritan

"A certain man went down from
Jerusalem 1o Jericho, and fell among
thisves, who stripped him of his
clothing, wounded him, and departed,
leaving him half dead. Now

depend on the cultivated relaticnzhip -
a positive or a negative one.

Our world Is full of suspicions,
stress and lension and thess,
increasingly erode the tendencies for
good neighbourliness. On account of
many ugly experiences, many people
no longer are willing to extend hands
of fellowship to their neighbours or
others in need.

For instance, "Mrs A", who just
moved into a neighbourhood found
herself relating very closely to "Mrs 8°
as a resull of her helping hand and
good attitude. She decided lo make
her a friend and a sister. “Mrs. B” had
besn married for years but without any
issue, while "Mrs. A” was blessed with
two boys and a baby gifl who were
belng nursed

by chance a certain F when she
pﬁe&i came down that /'_ “Our world is full of ﬂ\ moved
road and when he saw suspicions, stress and inta her
him, he passed by on tension and these, n e w
the cther side. Likewisa, - inal de th apartmen
a Levite, when he mcreasmg:; y erode the t
arrived at the place, tendencies for good "Mrs. A’
came ;Ed !mlra':iﬂ- 31"11 neighbourliness. On account| decided
Side. But a certain | OF many ugly experiences, | {7\
Samaritan, as he | many people no longer are | maorning
journeyed, came where | willing to extend hands of | to drop
Gopetiononhi, fellowship to their | [, °VY
“Me did not only stop neighbours or others in friend
at this but he bandaged \\ need”, J while she
his wound and took him w e n |
to an inn, so that he will be shopping.

taken care of, and even paid some
money for his treatment with the
promise to pay what is left on his
journey back (Lk 10v 30 - 36) NKJV.
This parable by Jesus is a good
llustration of the role that a good
neighbor |s expecled lo play.
Therefore, a neighboris meanttobe a
friend and not an enemy and this will

This was not the first time she
would do such a thing since both
families had become very close. Bul
by an uncanny twist of fate, as "Mrs. B”
fed the baby with the feeding bottle
that contained her food, the baby
choked and before any help could
come, the baby passedon,

The rest story was unpalatabie for

"Mrs. B" who was amested and
detained for months for alleged
murder of the innocent baby despite
her plea of innocence. When she was
eventually released, the hurt and the
'shame’ never left her as she was
roundly stigmatized as a 'witch' who
killed her neighbour's child.

This kind of experience and many
other unfortunate ones could readily
form basis and excusas for many not
to help their neighbours next time, to
thus negate good neighbouriness.
The Bible enjoins us lo do good to
athers in as much as it Is in aur power
lo do so, irespective of who they are,
just like the Samaritan who should not
have extended help to the wounded
man because it was then a taboo for
the Samaritans to have anything to do
with the "Jews" but did so. This is true
lave, this is true sacrifice!

An adage goes that "if you close
your eyes 5o as nol lo see bad people
when they are passing, whan the good
ongs come along, your eyes will still
remain close". Therefore, the “buts” in
giving a halping hand should not be a
setback in reaching oul to others. A
world withoul love and sacrifice is a
dark word, and an ill-fated world,

In conclusion, if we craale an
enabling environment for a good
relationship with our neighbours and
EvVeryone we come across: we will
make this world a better place.

You loo have a part to play. Extend
a hand of love to someone and be a
shoulder to lean on!

Shalom|

o



In Mark 7:B-7a Jesus rephed, "You
bunch of hypocrites! Isaiah the
prophel described you very well when
he sald, 'These people speak very
prettily about the Lord but they have no
love for himat all. THEIR WORSHIP IS
AFARCE {Living Bible)

1 Sam 15:22 Samuel replied, "Has the
Lord as much pleasure in your burnt
offerings and sacrifices as in your
obedience? Obedience |s far belter
thansacrifice. Living Bible

Fasting is very importanl! Our Master,
Jasus Christ, made it clear thal fasting

| s
required

“Doesn’t fasting t 0
become a farce resolve
when after fasts of 7 ;:ﬂ:’r:
days, 14 days, 21 | \\»"." ",
days, 40 days, and | g.95.29
even more, the “And
same stench of when he
unrighteousness w as
continues toriseup | €2 ™M €
from polluted [;‘:Jﬂu ﬁ":a
worship?” h i &
disciple

5 asked him privately, Why could not
we casl him oul? And he sald unto
them, This kind can come forth by
nathing, but by prayer and fasting”
KJV.

When teaching about fasting, Jesus
refarrad to "whan” we fast, not “if” we
fast, a presumption thal fasting is a
required discipline we should Tollow.
Matt 6:16 "And now about fasting.
When you fast, declining your food for
aspiritual purpose. ..Living Bible.

The Apostie Paul who we admire much
fasted often. 2 Cor 11277 In
weariness and painfulness, in
watkchings often, in hunger and thirst,
in fastings often, in cold and
nakedness. KJV

Testimonles abound of tangible
changes and results in the lives of
indjviduals, families and nations for
which fasting was an Iimportant
ingredient

Bayvond a doubt, fasting is very
important, By all means, we shouild
fast, and regularly too, Several
churches in Nigeria are either currently
in the course of an extended fast or
have just concluded one. Migeria is
arguably a nation with one of the
highest number of aggregate fasting
days logged through various corporate
and individual fasting programs across
the country.

How come we fast so much and have
very little changes in our country?
Doesn't fasting become a farce when
many Christians fast withoul any
intention of stepping Into a graater
leval of sanctification and intimacy with
God?

Doesn'l fasting become a farce when
many Christians fasl but continue
paying and receiving bribes as an
unavoidable fact of life?

“Nigeria is arguably
a nation with one
of the highest number
of aggregate fasting
days logged through
various corporate and
individual fasting
programs across
the country.”

Doesn't fasting become a farce when
many unmarred Christians continue
living in sexual immorality?

Doasn't fasling become a farce when
many fasting Christians, including
pastors and ministers, do not maintain
the sanciity of thelr mamriage vows?
Doesn'l fasting become a farce whean
after fasts of 7 days, 14 days, 21 days,
40 days, and even more, the samea
stench of unrighteousness continuas
o rise up from polluted worship?

What manner of fast does the Lord
really require?

Is my fast a farce? Is yours?
CulNed from: “These Lies Must Stop®
on FACEBOOK

ISAIAI‘I SAYS:

I saigh 58:6 — 14

“Is not this the fast

that | have chosen? o loose the

bands of wickedness, to undo the
heavy burdens, and lo let the oppressed
go free, and that ye break every yoke?
“Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry,
and that thou bring the poor that are cast
oul to thy house? when thou seesl the
naked, that thou cover him; and that
thou hide not thysell fram thing own
flash?
“Then shall thy light break forth as the
morning, and thine healtth shall spring
forth speedily: and thy rightecusness
shall go before thee, the glory of the
LORD shall be thy rereward.
"Then shall thou call, and the LORD
shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall
say, Here | am. If thou take away fram
the midst of thee the yoke, the putting
forth of the linger, and speaking vanity;
“And if thou draw out thy soul to the
hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul;
then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and
thy darkness be as the noonday:
“And the LORD shall guide thee
cantinually, and satisfy thy soul in
drought, and make fat t\hy bones: and
thou shall belike a watered garden, and
like & spnng of water, whose waters fail
nol
“And they thal shall be of thea shall build
the old waste places: thou shalt raise up
tha foundations of many generations;
and thou shalt be called, The repairer of
the breach, The restorer of paths o
dwell in.
“If thou Wwrn away thy foot from the
sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my
haoly day; and call the sabbath a delight,
the holy of the LORD, honourable: and
shall honour him, not doing thine own
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure,
nar speaking thine own words
‘Then shalt thou delight thyzelf in the
LORD; and | will causa thee to ride upon
the high places of the earth, and feed
thee with the hentage of Jacob thy
father: for tha mouth of the LORD hath
spokeanit’




rgiveness is the miracle of a
o [r2sh starl, a new beginning
and a second chance.

On Mount Sinal, God revealed
Himsell as a God who delights in
forgiving sins. Because of His
compassion, love, grace, and mercy,
God offers pardon for our sins by
putting them out of sight, cut of reach,
oul of mind and out of existence.

Chrisl's shedding of His blood
on the Cross was the final and
ultimate sacrifice, where
He took all our sins; all &
our selfishnass, the
hatred, the deceil, the
pride, and nailed them |
o the cross, so that
lhose who believe

By Belty U. Amadi

vs 16=17).

God's forgiveness is unlimited,
but many by their attitude limit God's
forgiveness on their behalf. Some
hate themselves for the things they
have done in the pasl, they seem to
think that God hates them too_ But this
Is notso.

We must not let our past stand in
the way of our forgiveness. Only one

man has ever [ived above sin and that

Jesus Christ the
Righteous. He is the
W substitute for our sins
k (1dn 2:1). And He

15

" "God's divine mercy has, stands at the Right
provided for forgivenessy Hand of
| of every man. His pardon | interceding on
is available to every

God

Bvery person's
behalf. Christ is not

mighl be declared nation, group and class. | | g :
innocent and free Forgiveness is for the | '”mm:‘de'" Qur
from sin's controlling \ rich, and for the poor, for] P25 0 D= 2
power. the educated and the §

In God's sight, no
offence isso greatasto
be beyond forgiveness.
One could have a mountain
of sins and still bury therm in the
ocean of God's love (2 Peler 3 vs 3)
says that God is not wiling that the
vilest sinner should be lost. God's
forgiveness through Jesus s
boundless as the heavens

He has nol deall with us after our
sins, nor rewarded us according to our
iniguities. For as the heaven is above
the earth, so great is His mercy
towards them that fear Him. As far as
the easl is fram the wast, so far hath
He removed our transgressions from
us (Psalm. 103vs 10-13).

God's divine mercy has provided
for forgiveness of every man. His
pardon is available to every nation,
group and class. Forgiveness is for
the rich, and for the poar, for the
educaled and the uneducalted, for the
intelligent and for the not so intelligent.
Divine forgiveness is a possibility for
every man, women and child (John 3

uneducated....”,

future. So don't let
4 your afttitude toward
your pas! rob you of
God's saving grace.

Two things that can
be a hindrance to forgiveness
are; Unbeliefl — a lack of confidence in
what God has done for each of us
through Jesus Christ, and Doubt -
being uncertain that your sins have

bean forgiven you,

A lack of confidence
can only pull a soul away
from God. Don't lst your
unbelief rab you of God's
saving grace, A failure to
understand the Bible
frustrates God's grace.
The only key o remove
the shackles of sin s
God's forgiveness, and if
one continues to fimit
hisflher own forgiveness
by erroneocus allitudes
heishe throws away the
only key which will sel one
free:

to

God's word is designed
communicate God's grace fo every
lost soul when properly studied and
obeyed. Tha bible will take every
person from whearever he/she may be
lo where, God wanis him/her lo go and
that place is in heaven, lo live with
Him. The Bible is not designed to
further enslave and condemn {John 3:
17). Only your attitude can hinder the
communication of God's grace. We
are expectad to obey God's
commandmenl. Obedience lo God's
commands brought forgiveness (o
Moah the drunk, Abraham the liar,
David the adulterer and murderer,
Peter the betrayer and to the thief in
his dying moment on the cross

God's promises are mmutable
Hebrews 6 v 17. And Jn 3 vs 16, says:
"For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotlen Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him shall not
parish but have everasting life. A
belief that accepts what God says and
does what He asks us to do will save
anyone.

In conclusion, remember that you
are a partof that warld stated in Jn 3vs
16. Remember also thal God's

forgiveness is unlimited and have a
right attitude toward your past so that it
will not rob you of God's saving grace.

¢
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gt us first find put the literal maaning
of ‘ife' and ‘impact’, as their

meaning will be the oulling of this
wrifing

Life comprises activities and experiences
that ara unique [0 persons in the
challenge of lving. Impact, on the other
hand is the powearful affect had on
samebody or something. From thess, we
gan deduce that life simply means - not
living in yoursell {on your own) bul doing
good to humanity and the sociaty

Lifa does not seek its own. Life s love
Laving Is sowing yourself inlo someons
Christ laid his life and ralsed the saints
And from the perspective of lsadership
which Is influence and sarvice, wa may
ask this question: Whal is your
assignment as aleader?

Today, we are not raising leaders bul
militants and lerrorists. By their violent
activiies; these restiess youlhs are nol
impacting anyihing positlve on the
sociaty other than chaos and anarchy. In
fact, they further saparate themsaives
from God

Rich people continue o pour thair wealth
into the pot of the already rich and by this,
thay impact on nothing laudable. Aworthy
[ife is all about sacrfice; it is touching the
pecple with God-given talents, namely -
wisdom, strength and monay.

How have our leaders affected
soclaty today?

Maost of our so-called leaders lack a good
knowledge of what leadership i= all aboul
against the backdrop of the vanous crises
that they engender in the socisty they
claim o lead

God gave man dominion to rule over all
greafures; God did not give man o rule
éver man bul to Influence him and render
gmrvice o mankind in what s real
refationship

Our leaders are ignorant of whal real
leadership is all about; what they know is

tha

‘position leadership', which means
appointment or selection 1o sensitive
pasitions

Many go great langth to achieve such
‘positional leadership’® even at the
expansa of their fellow human beings,
For some, It is do-or-die and in the
procass they oppress. intimidale and
angage incorrupl practices;

Thesa teadsrs’ totally lack compassion
far the people, who they readily subven
and plundar their collective resources. As
a maltter of fact, life is all about passion for
humanity.

-
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The greatest leader the world has yel
sl ig our Lord Jesus Christ!

It you can draw your mind back lo the
dafinition of life, you will realize that Jesus
Christ demonstrated || paerfectly. John
3:16. Jesus sacrificed his life for mankind.
He brought hope to the hopeless, Ha
brought life to the dying ongs. He placed
focd on tha table of the poor (Matt 14:13-
21)

What remains baffiing to perceplive
citizens is thal many of our leadsrs
profess Christianity, when indeed they da
nol know what they are talking about
They lay claim o Christ's life when they
say that they ane Christians. This is a far
cry from the truth since they negale the
nobla virtues of Jesus Chnst by reason of
thair actionsin office

John 15113 tells us that ‘greater love hath
no man than this, thal a leader lay down
his life for his fnends’. In our context
these friends are the people or the nation.
A |eader is a sower whao
raleasesiunleashas his pEﬂFH'H:JHI into the
people. Life, talents are not for self
aggrandizement, they are to louch
mankind. Do you Know thal the poor sees
the nalion as an enemy becausa his life
has not bean impacted for good?

In democracy which wea practica today,
the slaclorale chooses leaders (hay
believi will impact their lives posilively
through a variety of development
initiatives., Do these politcal leaders
replly meelexpactations? Definitely “no”l
On the contrary, our Lord Jesus puls
smiles on our faces daily while our other
leaders’ put sufferings on our faces.
Chnst put smile on the face of the world
when he gave us His life (etemal ife); His
blood for the alonement of our sins
Wealth and prosperity I8 for God's

chosan. Wealth is God's approval. But
the Lord has not given us weaallh for

s ALL ABOUCT
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accumulation; it is to be usad to louch the
Iife of mankind

Mathew 16:26, Christ teaches us here an
whial was il that would prafil us if we gain
the whaole world (weaalth) and lose etermnal
life? Lazarus and the rich man refers

Your lifestyle delermings your desting. In
ts totality, wealth is not a destination,

The demise of MNelson Mandela was
widely celebrated. He once sald during
his struggles: “This my exile in Migeria;
what dividends will it give tomy peapla? |
think | beftter go home. Two things will
happan if | go homa; they will aithar kill ma
or they will send me o prison. And
whichaver they do will give new impeatus
fo the ANC to continue the struggle”. This
was selllessness on the part of a leader of
this aral

In the nutshell, leaders should learn from
the success of others. Truth has no
languane barrier. When you beagin o
speak the truth, you become a
siatesman

/




of the word 'Authority’, we need to
understand
parsonality of Jesus Christ.
The name and the person of Jesus Chnst

B efore we gel to know the meaning

the name and

are one and the same and arg
inseparable. The rame has existed from
gtemity. His name and His person are
one.

He is In the Old Testament
concealed and in the New Testament
revealed! As we study the entire bible, we
can sea him beneath every verse in il He
told the Pharisees: “for had ve balieved
Muoses, ye would have belleved me; for he
wrole of ma", John 546,

He was witnessed by the law
and the propheis. He s God's
righteousness without the works of the
law to averyone thal was saved, is saved
and will be saved. Salvation comes only
by Jesus Chrisl.

His namse i visible in the sprt of
tha laws of the Old Testament and not in
the letters. He is the only
hope of entire humanity.
Salvation |s only
possible by his name.
*Meither is there
salvation in any other
name; for there |3 none
other under heaven,
glven among men,

Jasus. Thal name is the Tyars,; : !
greatest name ever revealed | WOrships, in preaching, in

victorious |ife on earth, The lotal authority
and fullness of Godhead s summed in the
name of Jesus, “.. for it pleased the
father that in Him [Jesus) should all
fullness dwall . Col.2:9. "For in him
dwaliath all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily". Col. 2:9.

Ouiside the name of Jesus, no
powers remain elsewhere. God vested all
authority in the matchless and
unimpeachable name of Jesus. Thal
rama is the greatest name ever ravealad
to man. It has no equivalent anywhere.,
*...Inat at the name of Jesus, all kness
should bow, of things in the heaven and
things in earth, and things under the

believers have with Chist is far abave all
principality and power, and might, and
dominion and every name that is named.
We are jolnt-hairs with Christ In all things.
What he possesses, we possess, what
He has we have, as He is in heaven, so
are wa on earh, 1 john 4:17b The
Authority in the name of Jesus s your
personal possession in Christ as
Chrislian

And by this authority you wield
on aarth, not even the davil can bring you
under his control. Nothing could be so
thrilling on earth than for a betisver to
understand that Jesus gave him His
authority to actin His staad.

earth and thal every longue

Satan, his cohorts and

should confess thalt Jesus have besn given the worth are lo bow befare
; name fo use af all times. Al

Christ is lord, 10 the giory of [ ~presane have aqual rights 1Y°U in fhe name of
God the father". Phil.2:10-11, to use it. The pastor doss  |55Us wherever you

Many of us Christians!  not have more right fo use |30 On sarth. The fact
think that when scripture said| - the name of Jesus than you |that all the enemies
that ‘at the name of Jesus,\ heve. Every Christian can [are under you Is nan-
avary knea should bow™ refers cast ot devils fn that nagotiabla. We have

o only when we

mention it in prayer.
‘Al the name ol Jesus'
mieans when wea mantion it
in prayers; In praises, in

teaching and when ever
fivat name sounds in our

wheraby we must be saved
“Actsd:12.

He was the one qualifled to pay
for the sins of the whale world; *___whao
was delivered for our offences, and was
raised again for our justification®.
Rom.4:25 When He rose from the grave
the third day, He said: "....and Jesus
came and spake unfo them, saying all
power |s given unto me in haaven and in
garth . Matt.28:18. The word ‘powsr’
here is transiated “authority”. He received
this authorty from the Father after his
resurraction.

AUTHORITY: This means the
delegated righl and berty o exercise the
full power of attarnay in all God's inlerests
- complete authority to act in Chnst's
stead as If he were the one doing the
work, This authority can only be
manifasted in the name of Jesus Christ.
This is the only authorized name by the
father glvan to all Christisns for {otal,

heart, every knee should bow
and every tongue should confess
tha!l Jesus Christ is lord.

They all have ears to haar tha
word of God. Every Christian is equally
given the name by the Father, but not
every Christian equally undearstands ke
power it carries, and not every Christian
equally uses the name. The name of
Jesus summed up the totality of God's
omnipotence that Jesus Chnist is lord, Al
of God's crealures have knees with which
thiey bow to the name - Omnipotanca. All
the autharty in heaven and on earth s
given lo the name of Jesus. All Christians
on earth have been given thal name, Wa
have been guthorized to use it at all times
We inheritad thal supreme name and it is
the grealest assal the believer has on
aarth

By the reason of our redemplive
placement, we have been made to seal
logether in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus. This joinl enthronement we

nama .

the divine backing of
the godhead in the name
of Jesus Christ. You got to

gxarcise (his authority over all sitluations
of life. Jesus will not come down lo
gxercise i for vou, not even the Father will
da.

¥You have bean given the name
to use al all times. All Christians have
equal rights to use It. The pastor does not
have mora nght 1o use the name of Jesus
than you have. Every Christian can cast
out devils in that name. With the name,
you have miracles, signs and wahders al
your command. There is nothing on earth
that can hinder you as you have the
awareness that Salan 15 already a
defeated foe. Jesus single-handedly got
us the victory. He, only, fought for the
victory for us. We are only lighting from
victory umdo wictory. Our duty is to
maintain the victory he gave to us in His
Mame

The act of fighting for a neaw
victory on the part of a Christian is
praclicing self-defeat before the enemy. A
Christian caen praclice sell defeat
unknowingly, which can be one of the
grealest fragedies in life.
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St1.
Ignoré Pé

By Chris E. Irekpita

Polfitics Is perceived by many
as a dirty game, which genuine
Chnstians should have nothing to do
with. Invariably, these people seem 1o
be saying thal light is not needed lo

in Lhis dark world.
The fact that people play dirty
games in politics does not make
Palitics a dirty art. In the main, polilics is
managing people and resources,
somelimes amids! crises, towards
achieving mutually beneficial ends for
the players and the people. It is
essentially people-cenlrad and
orientad.

If Christians understand the
true meaning of palitics, which also is
using power wisely and being able lo
influence decisions thal affect a nation
or society positively, they will not shy
away from active participation,

Christ-like attnbutes are noble
and heavenly-orientad. They
encompass honesty, fairness, justice,
diligence, prudence, dedication to duty
and many more. Their absence in our
polity has iterally thrown our nation into
darkness of sart

The Holy bible describes
balievers as the light of the world,
parsons whose light should so shine
that man will see their good works o
give glory to the Father in heaven

it Christians should exercise
their Godly virlues while In various
political offices and say no Lo the evil of
embezziemant. extortion, giving and
taking of bribes, coruption will be
greatly reduced because where lighl
shines, darkness fleas

Many Christians seam ta lack
a good perception of who they are as
'light of the world’. Sa therefore, Il they
pearmit the ungodly personalities lo take
over tha political activiies of their
country or the sociely, they cannot
absolve themselves from blame for the
consequent decadence in the polity.

Christians who shun politics
must be reminded ol the sayings: of
Jesus Christ in Matt 5: 14 that “ye are
the light of the world". We all know the
function of light very well. It is feariess
and it shines in darkness for men o
=T

shine

It Christians stay aside and
agllow dirty people 1o play national
politics, the polity will remain dirty and
laws and policles may even emergs,
which will negate rights and interests of
the Christians themselves, nay the
generality of the citizens.

It is impartant to point out that

Who 1s the

we are talking aboul people with the
fear of God in them and not just nominal
church goers, who openly identify with
Christianity but are worse than
heathans in conducl and character
What we mean are those that will play
politics to genuinely improve the lives of
the peopla for the better

E}:FEC I l \!" E By Ngozi 1.J.

CHRISTIAN COUNSELOR

ounseling encompasses a wida-

ranging capacity to render Godly

advice fo people; to assist them at
solving a multiplicity of mostly personal
problems. The Counselor, therefore,
gives hope, comfort and succour o the
hopeless, o the counsales.

An effective Christian counselor is thal
parson who is able 1o make an individual
to mealize thal there s solulion o
problems, thus building confidence and
faith in God Almighty to surmount such
problems. He or she must be barm again
filled with the Holy Spirit and should have
deep knowledge of the word of God. Isa
50:4, Prov. 1: 11a21a

An effective Chrisfian counseior
should be able to pray very well and have
falth in God in all situations (Luke 1: 37)
halleving that there is no mountain God
cannot climb, He or she must ba a good
and patient listenar, not given to hurry to
haar people’s complainis, so as o be in
the position o apprailse ssues and give
realistic solutions. Encouraging words
shaould not ba far fram his lips. Credence
must be given to the lime-honoured
saying that ‘the problem shared, |s
problem half solved'

The dearth of effactive Christian
counselors these imes is worrisamel
Prov, 15 22 says that withoul counsed
purposas  are disappointed but in the
multitude of counselors they are
established

Tha devil knows that withoul godly
counsal many purposes are disappointed,
hence he has polluted the minds of many
Christian' counselors to act on the
opposite of Godly counsel to the
counsalee. Godly counseling helps
peaple o develop shock absorbers in
diffioult momeants.

Ironically, part of the problems faced by
many counselors in the body of Christ is
the unwillingness of people to disclose
iheir problems which are then heard from
the pulpits or some other places o
endanger their inlerests. Such tendancies
erode trust from lhe counssles. Some
pastors, ministers of God or even
counselors somelimes compound
people’s problems

Instances abound when counselors

tell counselee things like — This your
problem ks a difficult one; | have neyer
sgan this type of problem, | don't think
there isany solution to this problem’
They raadily forget Luke 1:37. They put
fear inlo them. What about those
categories of “pastors” who told ther
counseless thal their problem could only
be solved in the river, "don't tell anybody,
gome alone’, or those 'counselors’, who
engage in exlortion of thelr counseles-
vietim.

Most unfortunataly, some so-called
'counselors’ or pastors tend (o take God's
glory for themselves. You can hear them
gay - if not ma, vou couldn’t have coma
out of this your problem, | made you to gel
ahlldren, buy car, marry.” May God have
MEercy,

For unfortunate situations as these,
marly choose to die with their problems
and refuse totell anyona
By and large, to be an effective Christlan
counselor, you must allow the Holy Spirit
to lead and guide you. Depend absolutely
on God and his word. (Isa. 50 4) and that
as far as ground could not swallow Jesus
Christ, then thare is no problem that God
cannot solve, no mountsin that God
cannol climb, no valley that God cannol
reach.

Peace. Amen

#



LEADERSHIP

CONFERENCE:

A REFLECTION

By C. Ohain

any society and it pervades every

spheare of life. |is antidote is simply
continuous learning because 'the day
you cease to learn, you bagin to dig’
Mo wonder the Bible notes that “my
people perish for lack of knowledge"
The maonthly three-day leadership
conference of the Soul Winners
Assaciation, held under the auspices
of tha Benin-based Institute of
Leadership and Christian Studies,
has been of profound secular and
spiritual benefits.

I niellectual atrophy s a malaise for

years of vasl experience in secular
life and the ecclesia to enrich
participants, sometimes with dumb-
founding scenarios thal bring lo bear
practical application of leadership
principles in aspects of our lives

Because the conference is largely
“class-participatory”, individual
expariences are shared by
participants to underscore cerain
realities irrespective of personal stale
of spiritual growth. Since July, 2013,
different themes have beean
addressed such as -

T h =
conference
has proven o

“Participation at the \
workshop is across

"ldentifying and
staying on your
assignment”,

be of profound denominations and not | “Thinking for a

drill in the restricted to the clergy or | change’, “Wealth

i) o | church workers alone; it | Creation and
¥ ship, ; : Management

explored from is open to all with Godly | ... nastothers

a | | mind and desire to serve | Through various

perspeclives
Certain things
you gel to
know about
working
enyironments,
inter-personal
and official
relationships,

humanity, especially as
leadership principles are
all-encompassing and all-
pervading just as they
break all barriers to
embrace home, church,
\and work environments”.

insights, it has
become obvious
that sound

leadership
principles are
Godly and largely
derive from biblical
precepls For
instance, lrust,

among others,
are indeed life-

changing and shape enormously
one's perception of leadership.
Participation at the workshop s
across denominations and nol
restricted to the clergy or church
workers alone: it I8 open to all with
Godly mind and desire o sen/e
humanity, especially as leadarship
principles are all-encompassing and
all-pervading just as they break all
barriers lo embrace home, church,
and work environments,

Obviously, Evang A.S.David, the
principal resource person in the
maonthly conference has exploited his

integrity, good
character, honesly,
truthfulness and such-like gualities
around which excellent leadership
revolve are divinely inspired.
In afl, participants have learnt thal
you cannot be too holy to be oblivious
of your secular environment |ust as
you cannol be oo enthralled with
your secular existence as to ignore
Godliness because of the elernal
consequences.
Mo doubt, participants have received
free, what is as good and even
surpasses what management
consultants and schools at corporate
seminars, executive management

programmes elc, alt astronomic
costs

For participants, there is no fee. The
centre's founder says he is only
heading a divina call to impart Godly
virtues in leaders of our time in all
spheras of human endeavour. The
sacrifice on your part is just Time
Remarkably, the monthly conference
is on the sideline of the Advanced
Leadership Programme offerad by
the centre, which runs for a year and
at the end of which the participants
are formally graduated. | have been
privilieged 1o pry into the advanced
leadership class al few times and
sincerely speaking, it Is mosl
stimulating and enlightening.

Thie monthly conferance on ils own is
highly recommended for all — clergy,
laymen, employees and employers
and even housewives — 50 as 1o
make batter whatever enlerprise they
find themselvas.

You musl learn new things aboul life,
yourself, the environment and the
broad and specific principles of living
and working inways that advance our
spirituality

Ssee you al the nexl
leadarship conference!

maonthly

przn-:ipaq Restuico Pergmmn




Admission! Admission!! Admission!!!

INSTITUTE FOR LEADERSHIP
AND CHRISTIAN STUDIES

12, Iguma Street, Off Medical Store Road, Benin City.
P.O Box 804, Benin City Edo State.
08088409288, 08034730578, 08024622073

INVITES INTERESTED CANDIDATES FOR

PART TIME & FULL TIME STUDIES
in
LEADERSHIP AND CHRISTIAN MINISTRY

Admission Is currently going on
TUITION FREE, FLEXIBLE, ENROL ANYTIME
Those qualified to attend: EVERYONE
Days of Classes:
Wednesdays & Fridays - 8:00am - 1:30pm
Next Semester Resumes 8th January, 2014

...Building people in love & empowering missionary churches for multi-generational leadership
SIGNED: REGISTRAR

Gospel Women Training Centre

12, Ilguma Str., Off Medical Store Road, Benin City.

Admission! Admission!! Admission!!!

Admission is currently going on for training in the following areas.

Plantain, Paw Paw, Fish Farming, Bread, Cake, Doughnut,

Poultry Farming, Vegetable Farming, Puff-Puff, Chin-Chin, Buns,
Snail Farming. Sausages Roll, Biscuits.
FASHION DESIGN: " COSMETICS:
Sewing, Bead Making. Cardigan, Powder, Pomade, Liquid Soap,
Hat Making, Bags & Pams Toilet Soap, Bar Secap, Jik/Bleach,

Hair Cream, Dettol, Izal, Perfume,
and Shampoo.

i - =
g Tuition Free
__;._{f" 3 Contact Admission Office: @ 12, Iguma Str.,
j;,:?’ Off Medical Store Road, Benin City.
F 4 Tel: 08024622073, 08077896577



CENTER FOR WISDOM AND
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

PLAN TO ATTEND THE 2014 SCHOOL TERM
Do you bnow that God las something
ofecial for qou to do and you don't now
teow to do c2?

e qou called by virtue on fodition,
redondibilities on fromotion?

You uced to develof your leadenshits abilities
and wisdom foteatials. Attending Tunstitate for
Leadenstict and (hnistian Studies will kelp
develop and draw out the best of youn God
geven foteatials to lead and equit you to

developp Leadens with nobust leadenstict:.

CONTACT ADMISSION DEPARTMENT:
12, lguma Street, Off Medical Store Road, Benin City.
P.O Box 804, Benin City Edo State, Nigeria.
Call admin on: 08034730578, 08024622073, 08077896577.

Sarah and | wish all students and members of the Institute for
Leadership & Christian Studies, friends and partners of the
mission a joyous holiday.
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